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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Applicants submit this statement in accordance with their duty of disclosure under 37 
CFR 1.56 and 1.97-1.98. The submission made herewith is in no way intended as an 
admission that the cited items constitute material prior art or otherwise would render the 
claims unpatentable in any way. The submission also is in no way intended to substitute for 
the Examiner's own independent investigation. 

A listing of the references on form PTO/SB/08A are submitted herewith. Copies of 
the Foreign references have been provided but copies of the U.S. references have not been 
provided because its filing date falls after June 30, 2003. Applicants respectfully solicit the 
Examiner's consideration of the cited references and entry thereof into the record of this 
application. 

If additional fees are due with the filing of this paper, please charge the amount to 
deposit account 04-1512. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING/TRANSMISSION (37 C.F.R. section 1.8(a)) 

I hereby certify that, on the date shown below, this correspondence is being: 



MAILING 

[x] deposited with the United States Postal 
Service in an envelope with sufficient 
postage as "Express Mail Post Office to 
Addressee" Mail Label No. EV458955197US 
addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, PO 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

Date: 0*-?3- 0* 



FACSIMILE 

transmitted by facsimile to the Patent and 
Trademark Offic 



a % Trademark Office. , 
Signature a 

Roni Masquelier 

(type or print name of person certifying) 
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Date: 




Dobrusin & Thennisch PC 

401 South Old Woodward Ave., Ste. 31 1 

Birmingham, Ml 48009 

248-593-9900 

Customer No. 25215 
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Under the Papei 




PTO/SB/08a (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
gf^TOjie^o^Tsj^ of information unless it contains a v alid OMB control number 



f Substitute for form 1 449A 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary ^ 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/799.095 



03/12/2004 



Myron Maurer, etal. 



3683 



V Sheet 



1 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



1062-033 



U. S. PATENT 


DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


i^ue 
No. 1 


Document Number 


ru dm canon uate 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Applicant of Cited Document 


rdycb, ^UlUJIlllb, Llllcb, VVilClC 

Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 2 "'*™""' 






us " 3,995,901 


12/07/1976 


Filbert, Jr. et al. 








us - 5,435,619 


07/25/1995 


Nakae, et al. 








us " 5,700,545 


12/23/1997 


Audi, et al. 








us - 5,833,304 


11/10/1998 


Daniel, et al. 








us " 6,247,745 


06/19/2001 


Carroll, III, et al. 








us ' 6,443,511 


09/03/2002 


Braun 








us " 6,443,513 


09/03/2002 


Glance 








US_ 6,652,021 


1 1/25/2003 


Dykman et al. 








us ' 6,547,280 


04/15/2003 


Ashmead 








us " 6,550,850 


04/22/2003 


Laborie, et al. 








us " 2002/0058764 


05/16/2002 


Sonnenschein et al. 








us ' 2002/0106483 


08/08/2002 


Obeshaw 








us " 2002/0142129 


10/03/2002 


Chaudhry 








us " 2002/0017805 


02/14/2002 


Carroll, et al. 








us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No. 1 



Foreign Patent Document 



Country Code^Number^Kind Code 5 (// known) 



Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 



wo 



82/02078 



06/24/1982 



Ford Motor Co. 



EP 



0888952 



07/01/1999 



Ohtsuka Co., Ltd. 



EP 



0652388 



23/07/1997 



Automobiles 



Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.qov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



